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Influenza, polio and more have shown that infections can change lives even
decades later. Why the complacency over possible long-term effects of COVID-19?
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Giant study shows even mild cases can take a long-term toll on heart and blood
vessels.
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Since the initial identification of the Denisovans a decade ago, only a handful
of their physical remains have been discovered. Here we analysed ~3,800 non-
diagnostic bone fragments using collagen peptide mass fingerprinting to locate
new hominin remains from Denisova Cave (Siberia, Russia). We identified five
new hominin bones, four of which contained sufficient DNA for mitochondrial ana-
lysis. Three carry mitochondrial DNA of the Denisovan type and one was found to
carry mtDNA of the Neanderthal type. The former come from the same archaeolo-
gical layer near the base of the cave’s sequence and are the oldest securely dated
evidence of Denisovans at 200 ka (thousand years ago) (205-192 ka at 68.2% or
217-187 ka at 95 % probability). The stratigraphic context in which they were
located contains a wealth of archaeological material in the form of lithics and
faunal remains, allowing us to determine the material culture associated with these
early hominins and explore their behavioural and environmental adaptations. The
combination of bone collagen fingerprinting and genetic analyses has so far more-
than-doubled the number of hominin bones at Denisova Cave and has expanded
our understanding of Denisovan and Neanderthal interactions, as well as their
archaeological signatures.
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Mike Parker Pearson, Archaeology and legend, Investigating Stonehenge.
Archaeology International 24 (2021), 144-164.

Stonehenge is one of the world’s most famous prehistoric monuments, built
4,500-5,000 years ago during the Neolithic in a time long before written history.
The recent dramatic discovery of a dismantled stone circle near the sources of
some of Stonehenge’s stones in southwest Wales raises the fascinating possibility
that an ancient story about Stonehenge’s origin, written down 900 years ago and
subsequently dismissed as pure invention, might contain a grain of truth. This
article explores the pros and cons of comparing the legend with the archaeological
evidence.
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1-14. DOI:10.1007/812520-021—01462—6.

Located in the steep hilly terrain of the Upper Galilee, the Iron Age I mountain
fort of Mt. Adir dominates its surroundings. The region’s topography has limited
population growth throughout history, which in turn has limited archaeological re-
search. This situation is improving however, with renewed surveys, excavations and
re-examination of unpublished finds. Concordantly, this study is part of a renewed
publication of the finds from the excavation of Mt. Adir. A time of geopolitical
shift, the Levantine Iron Age I saw the appearance of new local polities. While
some vanished as soon as they appeared, others became regional powers. Sitting in
the border area between such groups, the cultural and political affinity of Mt. Adir,
and in accordance its environs, has been an ongoing source of debate. For these
reasons, a petrographic study of the pottery assemblage was initiated, examining
a range of ceramic types. By reconstructing the movement of goods, we aim to
help shed light on the geopolitical status of the region. Four of the petrographic
groups were made locally or at a nearby region, the other two reflect geological
environments of the Mediterranean coast, areas which at the period were part of
Phoenicia. In addition, we discuss new and legacy data concerning the production
local of the wavy-band pithoi, suggested in the past to have been produced in
Tyre.
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Yuzhniy Oleniy Ostrov in Karelia, northwest Russia, is one of the largest Early
Holocene cemeteries in northern Eurasia, with 177 burials recovered in excava-
tions in the 1930s; originally, more than 400 graves may have been present. A new
radiocarbon dating programme, taking into account a correction for freshwater
reservoir effects, suggests that the main use of the cemetery spanned only some
100-300 years, centring on ca. 8250 to 8000 cal bp. This coincides remarkably
closely with the 8.2 ka cooling event, the most dramatic climatic downturn in the
Holocene in the northern hemisphere, inviting an interpretation in terms of hu-
man response to a climate-driven environmental change. Rather than suggesting
a simple deterministic relationship, we draw on a body of anthropological and
archaeological theory to argue that the burial of the dead at this location served
to demarcate and negotiate rights of access to a favoured locality with particularly
rich and resilient fish and game stocks during a period of regional resource depres-
sion. This resulted in increased social stress in human communities that exceeded
and subverted the ‘normal’ commitment of many hunter-gatherers to egalitarian-
ism and widespread resource sharing, and gave rise to greater mortuary complexity.
However, this seems to have lasted only for the duration of the climate downturn.
Our results have implications for understanding the context of the emergence—and
dissolution—of socio-economic inequality and territoriality under conditions of
socio-ecological stress.
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Identifying how early humans flaked stone tools is one of the crucial elements
in hominin evolution. Here, we show that equids can sometimes also produce
equally complex cores with conchoidal breakages that exhibit the characteristics
of intentionally-flaked hominin artefacts by bipolar technique and methods. As
a result, sharp edged flakes with percussion platforms, previous scars and bulbs,
which can easily be mistaken with homininmade flakes, are also produced by equid
self-trimming. Given the ubiquitous presence of equids in landscapes inhabited by
hominins, this imposes caution when interpreting isolated flaked rocks and urges
some degree of revision of the criteria to identify strictly hominin-made tools.
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Half a century of research on bystander behavior concludes that individuals are
less likely to intervene during an emergency when in the presence of others than
when alone. By contrast, little is known regarding the aggregated likelihood that
at least someone present at an emergency will do something to help. The import-
ance of establishing this aggregated intervention baseline is not only of scholarly
interest but is also the most pressing question for actual public victims—will I re-
ceive help if needed? The current article describes the largest systematic study of
real-life bystander intervention in actual public conflicts captured by surveillance
cameras. Using a unique cross-national video dataset from the United Kingdom,
the Netherlands, and South Africa (N . 219), we show that in 9 of 10 public con-
flicts, at least 1 bystander, but typically several, will do something to help. We
record similar likelihoods of intervention across the 3 national contexts, which
differ greatly in levels of perceived public safety. Finally, we find that increased
bystander presence is related to a greater likelihood that someone will intervene.
Taken together these findings allay the widespread fear that bystanders rarely in-
tervene to help. We argue that it is time for psychology to change the narrative
away from an absence of help and toward a new understanding of what makes
intervention successful or unsuccessful.

Keywords: bystander effect | bystander intervention | aggression and violence |
dangerous emergencies | helping and prosocial behavior
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